
Let’s talk Asian 
(yellow legged) 
Hornet – Vespa 
velutina



A non-native species, 
posing a serious 
threat to our native 
pollinators



Not to be confused with 
our native, European 
Hornet – Vespa crabro



When might I see an Asian Hornet?



Where might I see 
an Asian Hornet?

NB an opportunistic “hitch 
hiker” by land, sea and air

Mar.–Apr.

Emerging queens hungry for nectar to 
fuel construction of an embryo nest. 
Flowering plants (Camellia is a 
favourite), damaged trees and shrubs 
(for sap). Water sources for nest 
building.

May–July

First generation workers feeding on 
nectar and some insects at foraging 
sites of simpler flowers, during 
transition from primary to secondary 
nest stage (if needed)

July–Nov.

Increasing threat in apiaries. Fish, fruit, 
meat sources (orchards, markets, 
wholesalers, waste bins etc.); foraging 
sites of simpler, open, flowers and 
damaged trees and shrubs for sap, then 
ivy Camellia and Mahonia



alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk

What should I do if I see 
an Asian Hornet?



History of the Asian 
Hornet in Europe



•

•

Asian Hornet the UK 
experience



Impact of Asian Hornets



In camping gear 
from a trip to France

In a supermarket 
distribution centre

In a crate of 
cauliflower from  
Lincolnshire

On the Poole to 
Cherbourg Ferry

On the grille of a 
new mini imported 
from mainland 
Europe

Blow-in across the 
Channel after a bad 
storm

Found near a port

Some origins of AH in UK         
2016 - 2022   



Asian Hornet nest 
stages



Asian Hornet nest stages



Asian Hornet nest stages



Foraging 
distances from 
a nest

photo credits: John de Carteret

Primary: about 350 metres 

Secondary:  about 700 metres – but 
some long-range foragers can 
travel 5km



Asian Hornet Quiz



How many 
Asian 
Hornets 
can you see
here?



A: Top right?

B: Bottom right?

Which is the head of an Asian Hornet?



Which of the following statements are true?



Closer to home: the Asian 
Hornet in Yorkshire 



Beverley BKA 
district



Location of one 
nest







Awareness of local issues

Easier access:

 Urban and Rural 

 Light industry

 Good for monitoring sites

---------------------------------

Difficult access:

Heavy industry / Docks

Security issues

   



When colonies are 

established in an 

area AH queens

can travel 

80 km (50 miles) 

to find a nest site
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q
=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKE
wjC0dqS0ZaEAxXs7bsIHapQCXYQFnoECBEQ
AQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationalbe
eunit.com%2Fassets%2FPDFs%2F3_Resourc
es_for_beekeepers%2FFact_Sheets%2FFact
_01_Asian_Hornet_Monitoring.pdf&usg=A
OvVaw2w9w2x_EFKC7JL53_YX5Nw&opi=89
978449

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjC0dqS0ZaEAxXs7bsIHapQCXYQFnoECBEQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationalbeeunit.com%2Fassets%2FPDFs%2F3_Resources_for_beekeepers%2FFact_Sheets%2FFact_01_Asian_Hornet_Monitoring.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2w9w2x_EFKC7JL53_YX5Nw&opi=89978449
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjC0dqS0ZaEAxXs7bsIHapQCXYQFnoECBEQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationalbeeunit.com%2Fassets%2FPDFs%2F3_Resources_for_beekeepers%2FFact_Sheets%2FFact_01_Asian_Hornet_Monitoring.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2w9w2x_EFKC7JL53_YX5Nw&opi=89978449
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjC0dqS0ZaEAxXs7bsIHapQCXYQFnoECBEQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationalbeeunit.com%2Fassets%2FPDFs%2F3_Resources_for_beekeepers%2FFact_Sheets%2FFact_01_Asian_Hornet_Monitoring.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2w9w2x_EFKC7JL53_YX5Nw&opi=89978449
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjC0dqS0ZaEAxXs7bsIHapQCXYQFnoECBEQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationalbeeunit.com%2Fassets%2FPDFs%2F3_Resources_for_beekeepers%2FFact_Sheets%2FFact_01_Asian_Hornet_Monitoring.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2w9w2x_EFKC7JL53_YX5Nw&opi=89978449
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjC0dqS0ZaEAxXs7bsIHapQCXYQFnoECBEQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationalbeeunit.com%2Fassets%2FPDFs%2F3_Resources_for_beekeepers%2FFact_Sheets%2FFact_01_Asian_Hornet_Monitoring.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2w9w2x_EFKC7JL53_YX5Nw&opi=89978449
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjC0dqS0ZaEAxXs7bsIHapQCXYQFnoECBEQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationalbeeunit.com%2Fassets%2FPDFs%2F3_Resources_for_beekeepers%2FFact_Sheets%2FFact_01_Asian_Hornet_Monitoring.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2w9w2x_EFKC7JL53_YX5Nw&opi=89978449
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjC0dqS0ZaEAxXs7bsIHapQCXYQFnoECBEQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationalbeeunit.com%2Fassets%2FPDFs%2F3_Resources_for_beekeepers%2FFact_Sheets%2FFact_01_Asian_Hornet_Monitoring.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2w9w2x_EFKC7JL53_YX5Nw&opi=89978449
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjC0dqS0ZaEAxXs7bsIHapQCXYQFnoECBEQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationalbeeunit.com%2Fassets%2FPDFs%2F3_Resources_for_beekeepers%2FFact_Sheets%2FFact_01_Asian_Hornet_Monitoring.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2w9w2x_EFKC7JL53_YX5Nw&opi=89978449
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjC0dqS0ZaEAxXs7bsIHapQCXYQFnoECBEQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationalbeeunit.com%2Fassets%2FPDFs%2F3_Resources_for_beekeepers%2FFact_Sheets%2FFact_01_Asian_Hornet_Monitoring.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2w9w2x_EFKC7JL53_YX5Nw&opi=89978449


The Hull Primary Nest



Action needed in 
our area



Most important, to raise public awareness of 
the AH risk (this is our insurance policy) 



Verifiers to help with tasks



BBKA Public Map 
of AHT Co-
Ordinators



BBKA 
Internal Map of 
AHT Verifiers



membership@airedalebka.org.uk

gorluvaduck@gmail.co.uk

How to offer your 
support

mailto:membership@airedalebka.org.uk
mailto:gorluvaduck@gmail.co.uk


www.nonnativespecies.org

British Beekeepers Association (bbka.org.uk)

www.nationalbeeunit.com

www.somersetbeekeepers.org.uk

www.lbka.org.uk

YouTube Link Livestream

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUMk2tzaw

1E

Some sources of further 
information

http://www.nonnativespecies.org/
https://www.bbka.org.uk/
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/
http://www.somersetbeekeepers.org.uk/
http://www.lbka.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUMk2tzaw1E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUMk2tzaw1E


Just in case you 
haven’t already, do 
download the Asian 
Hornet Watch App 
now!

and as a beekeeper, 
please register with 
NBU to receive alerts 
about AH threats in 
your apiary area

Asian Hornet Watch - Android Asian Hornet Watch - iphone



Thanks for 
watching!
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