Let’s talk Asian
(yellow legged)
Hornet - Vespa
velutina

A briefing for ABKA members



ASIAN HORNET

Report any suspected sighting on E [w]

bit.ly/asianhornetreport
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Not to be confused with
our native, European
Hornet - Vespa crabro

* Note the bright, abdominal
markings

* Yellow head and face
* Legs brown at the ends
* Yellow antennae

* Queens up to 3.5cm/workers up
to 3cm long

* May be active at night




Nov/Dec
Drones and
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Queens mate
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Sept/October
Large
numbers of
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July/August

Construction
of large
secondary nest
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Images courtesy of The Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA), Crown Copyright




Where mlght I Sec Emerging queens hungry for nectar to Increasing threat in apiaries. Fish, fruit,

fuel construction of an embryo nest. meat sources (orchards, markets,

an ASlan Hornet? Flowering plants (Camellia is a wholesalers, waste bins etc.); foraging
favourite), damaged trees and shrubs sites of simpler, open, flowers and
(for sap). Water sources for nest damaged trees and shrubs for sap, then

building. ivy Camellia and Mahonia

NB an opportunistic “hitch

hiker” by land, sea and air
May-July

Mar.-Apr. July-Nov.

First generation workers feeding on
nectar and some insects at foraging

sites of simpler flowers, during
transition from primary to secondary
nest stage (if needed)
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Asian Hirnet
Watch

Learn more about Asian hornet and help
detect it by recording
sightings.




History of the Asian
Hornet in Europe

* Native to Asia it was confirmed for the first time in Lot-
et-Garonne in the South-West of France in 2004.

» Thought to have been imported in a consignment of
pottery from China, it quickly established and spread
to many regions of France.

» By December 2022, Asian hornet was established in
Spain, Belgium, Netherlands, Portugal, Italy,
Switzerland, Germany and Jersey.

* It has altered the biodiversity in regions of France
where it is present and can be a serious health risk to
those who have allergies to hornet or wasp stings.

Photo credit: Angus Deucher




Asian Hornet the UK
experience

ASIAN HORNET NESTS 2016 - 2023 The first Asian Hornet nest was
discovered in the UK in 2016.

In 2023 more nests were discovered

60

40

in the UK (72) than in the previous six

years combined!
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www.bbka.org.uk




Impact of Asian Hornets

« Asingle nest can produce about 300 queens.
Not all will survive, but enough to create a
significant rate of species increase, over a wide
area

« Asingle nest can eat 12kg of native pollinators
- that's just heavier than an average passenger-
car tyre or a small dog!

* Honey bee colonies at particular risk, as a
substantial food source in one place. Hawking
hornets affect the bees’ willingness to forage,
causing stress, impacting on current and future
supplies of stores and rearing young. Hornets
may enter a really weakened colony late in
season to feast on honey, larvae, pupae and

the remaining bees






Asian Hornet nest
stages

« Embryo: Built by a foundress queen,
emerged from hibernation, to raise the first
cohort of workers. She chooses a sheltered
spot, usually less than 10-metres high

« She is solely responsible for nest
construction, egg laying, foraging and
nurturing young at this early stage and for
some 50 days until the first adult workers
emerge from their birth cells to assume all
duties other than laying eggs

* Photo credit John De Carteret







Asian Hornet nest stages

Secondary: start small, then grow from mid-
summer to September. This nest stage has an
entrance on the side. Usually within 10m of the
primary nest but can be further. Both nests can
co-exist for a month or more.

More likely on natural structures
(trees/bushes/hedges) than primary nests and
often 10m high or more. Nests are not re-used
from year to year, but nest sites can be, and
several secondary nests have been found in
close proximity, in France

Photo credit: John De Carteret



Foraging
distances from

a nest

photo credits: John de Carteret




Asian Hornet Quiz

 Which of these is an Asian
Hornet?

* A at the top

e B atthe bottom




How many
Asian
Hornets
can you see
here?




Which is the head of an Asian Hornet?

A: Top right?

B: Bottom right?




Which of the following statements are true?

« AH workers can be found in apiaries in early spring: T/F

« AHs always have both a primary nest then a secondary nest: T/F

« AHs are most aggressive near their nest: T/F

« AH queens are slightly larger than queens of the EH: T/F

« IfIfindan AH in a trap it's ok to release it after taking a photo to report the sighting T/F
 Asian Hornet Watch app is the most reliable reporting tool: T/F

* AH nests are always at height, to avoid disturbance: T/F

« Beekeepers have spotted and reported all the AHs found in the UK to date: T/F
 Asian Hornets will fly at night in warm weather: T/F

« AH adults are carnivores: T/F

» The entrance to an AH secondary nest is on the side: T/F
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Awareness of local issues

Easier access:

Urban and Rural

Light industry

Good for monitoring sites

Difficult access:

Heavy industry / Docks
Security issues
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hen colonies are
established in an
area AH queens
can travel

80 km (50 miles)
to find a nest site
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjC0dqS0ZaEAxXs7bsIHapQCXYQFnoECBEQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationalbeeunit.com%2Fassets%2FPDFs%2F3_Resources_for_beekeepers%2FFact_Sheets%2FFact_01_Asian_Hornet_Monitoring.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2w9w2x_EFKC7JL53_YX5Nw&opi=89978449
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The Hull Primary Nest




Action needed 1n
our area

* Spring monitoring (not in apiaries) from
mid/late March (to trap any foundress
queens emerging from hibernation and
creating embryo nests). Various traps
available but differ in ability to avoid by-
catch of native insects

« Budget provision for AH expenditure - eg
printing leaflets and handouts

» Beekeeper confidence in conducting
health checks as Bee Inspectors involved
with rising AH incursions




Most important, to raise public awareness of
the AH risk (this is our insurance policy)

* What to look for - more accuracy reduces time wasted
* How to report a sighting - photo/location/use the App!

* Distribute posters/leaflets/postcards (shops, garden centres,

ibraries, outdoor activity clubs, schools, workplaces etc)

* Mention in talks given to groups and “general conversation”

Ny @0 |

* Local press/social media



Verifiers to help with tasks

Some members of the public may need help/support to identify a sighting

In the event of a credible AH sighting in the Airedale area, the Bee Unit will need to call on
the local AHT to assist and support their work.

This may involve negotiating permission to set up bait stations to attract hornets and helping
to track them back to a nest that can be destroyed by others who are both qualified and
equipped for the task

Continued monitoring in the region of a nest (10km) post destruction and the following year
Local knowledge is crucial

BBKA insurance cover for work done in conjunction with Asian Hornet control is now
applicable to all registered members (subject to terms and conditions - see the BBKA website

members section)



BBKA Public Map
of AHT Co-
Ordinators
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https://er2.membershipservices.org.ux/ahtmap_vi_ifra
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How to offer your
support

*  We will need many more volunteer verifiers to
cover the Airedale area - to spread the word/check
out any uncertain identification photos sent to
AHW site/ set up monitoring traps when needed/
help NBU in the event of a credible sighting

» Contact ABKA Membership Secretary (Sam
Kavannagh: membership@airedalebka.org.uk)

e or AHT Co-Ordinator (Linda Schofield:
gorluvaduck@gmail.co.uk)

* Your details will be available to the local AH Co-
Ordinator/s only, and will NOT be made public



mailto:membership@airedalebka.org.uk
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http://www.nonnativespecies.org/
https://www.bbka.org.uk/
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/
http://www.somersetbeekeepers.org.uk/
http://www.lbka.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUMk2tzaw1E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUMk2tzaw1E

Just in case you
haven’t already, do
download the Asian
Hornet Watch App
nOW! Asian Hornet Watch - Android Asian Hornet Watch - iphone
and as a beekeeper,
please register with
NBU to receive alerts
about AH threats in
your apiary area
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