
A non-native species, 
posing a serious 
threat to our native 
pollinators.



Not to be confused with 
our native, European 
Hornet – Vespa crabro



When might I see a Yellow Legged Asian Hornet?



Where might I see a 
Yellow Legged 
Asian Hornet?

NB an opportunistic “hitch 
hiker” by land, sea and air

Mar.–Apr.

Emerging queens hungry for nectar 
to fuel construction of an embryo 
nest. Flowering plants (Camelia is a 
favourite), trees and shrubs (for sap)

May–July

First generation workers feeding on 
nectar and some insects at foraging 
sites of simpler flowers, during 
transition from primary to secondary 
nest phase (if needed)

July–Nov.

Increasing threat in apiaries. Fish, 
fruit, meat sources (orchards, 
markets, wholesalers, waste bins 
etc.); foraging sites of simpler, open, 
flowers and trees and shrubs for sap, 
then ivy Camelia and Mahonia



alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk

What should I do if I see 
one?



History of the Yellow 
Legged Asian Hornet in 
Europe



•

•

•

The UK experience



Impact of Asian Hornets



In camping gear 
from a trip to France

In a supermarket 
distribution centre

In a crate of 
cauliflower from 
France via 
Lincolnshire

On the Poole to 
Cherbourg Ferry

On the grille of a 
new mini imported 
from mainland 
Europe

Blow-in across the 
Channel after a bad 
storm

Found near a port

Some origins 2016 - 2022



Asian Hornet nest 
stages



Asian Hornet nest stages



Asian Hornet nest stages



Asian Hornet Quiz



How many 
Asian 
Hornets 
can you see
here?



A: Top right?

B: Bottom right?

The

Which is the head of an Asian Hornet?



Which of the following statements are true?



Closer to home: the Asian 
Hornet in Yorkshire 



Beverley BKA 
district



Location of one 
nest







Awareness of local issues

Easier access:

 Urban and Rural 

 Light industry

 Good for monitoring sites

---------------------------------

Difficult access:

Heavy industry / Docks

Security issues
   



26 August 2025
   Langton near
Malton North Yorks



Action needed in 
our area



Raise public awareness of the AH risk 



gorluvaduck@gmail.co.uk

How to offer your 
support

mailto:gorluvaduck@gmail.co.uk


Just in case you 
haven’t already, 
please download 
the app  now! Asian Hornet Watch - Android Asian Hornet Watch - iphone



Thanks for 
watching!
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